
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catalysts for change have come to Lincoln. The first alumna has been inaugurated as the 

University’s second alumni President. Dr. Allen has impeccable credentials as a college 

administrator. As importantly, the Board of Trustees has elected a new Chair who wants to 

lead our alma mater in the right direction. Thus, change is coming to Lincoln! To that 

change, I would like to contribute my considerable experience as a former Lincoln student, 

member of the Alumni Association at the local and national levels, an experienced lawyer, 

and an administrator of a government commission. Accordingly, I seek the Alumni 

Association’s 2018 nomination to Lincoln University’s Board of Trustees. 

 

As the current administration understands, Lincoln is more than a school. Lincoln is a 

community with a number of stakeholders, including students, alumni, and government. In 

the past, the University has poorly managed those stakeholder relationships. 

 

Our students are entitled to the best quality education and student life Lincoln can provide. 

The empirical evidence demonstrates that Lincoln has not fulfilled that obligation. The 

current administration has inherited a decline in Lincoln’s prestige. U.S. News and World 

Report “measures the quality of undergraduate education at historically black colleges and 

universities.” It has indicated that in a single year (2017-2018), the quality of an 

undergraduate education at Lincoln—once “The Black Princeton”—declined meaningfully: 

from an already low 20th to 23rd. 

  

ELECT 

✓ Active Life Member of the Alumni 
Association of Lincoln University (AALU) 

✓ Active Member of the DC Metro Area and 
Chester County AALU Chapters 

✓ 2017 Chester County AALU Distinguished 
Alumnus 

✓ Attorney Experienced with Pennsylvania 
Corporate Governance 

✓ Former Member Lincoln University’s Adjunct 
Faculty 

✓ Retired Federal Prosecutor 
✓ Former Executive Director of and General 

Counsel for Congressionally Mandated 
Commission 



During that decline, although there was insufficient on-campus housing, nearly 700 

freshmen were admitted to the 2021 Class. Consequently, about 150 underclass students 

are housed in Delaware and bused between their residences and the University. That 

situation has an obvious adverse impact on the quality of student life and threatens the 

University’s student retention and selectivity: two of U.S. News and World Report’s ranking 

factors. A lower U.S. News ranking diminishes the value of a Lincoln degree in the job 

market. 

 

I seek the Alumni Association’s nomination to the University’s Board. Thus, to the extent a 

Trustee’s fiduciary responsibilities permit, I intend to better promote alumni relations with 

the Board of Trustees. Regrettably, there are those on the Board who erroneously believe 

that loyalty to the alumni is necessarily inconsistent with loyalty to the University. That is 

patently untrue. 

 

Lincoln’s older buildings and the University’s failure to timely donate any of its artifacts to 

the National Museum of African American History and Culture reveal Lincoln’s previous 

lack of a proper appreciation for the importance of the University’s history, which alumni 

urged the University to promote. Thus, Lincoln has lost “priceless” national public relations 

opportunities that likely would have improved the University’s brand among recruits and 

applicants—and thus assisted with the University’s retention and selection of well-qualified 

students, i.e., U.S. News and World Report standing—employers, and the public. 

Consequently, the Smithsonian Institution’s discussion of Black colleges begins with (the 

post-Civil War founding of) Shaw University. In addition, Lincoln’s role in the development 

of African-American higher education and in the life of Thurgood Marshall was 

underrepresented in a recent documentary and nationally syndicated film. Any reduction of 

Lincoln’s prestige diminishes the value of a Lincoln degree. 

 

Since Lincoln became state-related in 1972, it has had to compete for dwindling 

Commonwealth-appropriated education funding with the Pennsylvania State University 

(with its several campuses), Temple University, and the University of Pittsburgh, each of 

which has a larger campus(es) and student body, and more alumni in the Commonwealth’s 

legislature than Lincoln. Yet, Lincoln has been derelict in building productive relationships 

with legislators—two of whom are Lincoln Board members (one Representative and one 

Senator)—and the legislature. 

 

Lincoln’s Board of Trustee’s was (and is) responsible for each of those problems. Articles I 

and II of the Board’s Bylaws make it clear that “[t]he entire management, control and 

conduct of the instructional, administrative, and financial affairs of the University [is] 

vested in the Board of Trustees.” As a matter of law, the Board cannot shift that authority 

to the University’s administrators. The administrators’ function is to administer the 

policies the Board has enacted. 

 

Thus, I desire to be instrumental in rectifying Lincoln’s issues and returning our alma mater 

to its historic stature among colleges and universities. 


